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There are again, lots of activities to report and we’ll start with the disappointments. No interest was
generated with local Historical Societies to preserve the Huntingdon Co. Industrial Heritage by
rehabilitating the Dinkey House on the Thousand Steps. Also, no interest at any echelon of government to
apply for a Growing Greener grant to study the approved Tuscarora Greenway — we had planned to use this
study to establish the relocation off roads between Meadow Gap and Three Springs. Another is the
prolonged wait for DCNR to fund our three approved grants for a shelter, tools & equipment, and enhanced
GIS equipment. Our “Help Wanted” request has gone unfilled; we continue to operate with an Acting
President and the Vice President position remains vacant.

Now our successes: In the south, State Parks Region and Cowans Gap SP have approved our request to
relocate the traithead down to the west end of the dam on the park lake and Park Manager Stephen Behe has
committed to install a fine sign, similar to that at our northern trailhead at Greenwood Furnace SP. Two
major landowners have agreed to the trail on their property that brings us closer to eliminating a 4.2 mile
roadwatk on US522/Sinoquipe Road. Our SGL 112 Module of the Master Plan is in the final stages of
approval by the Game Commission Huntingdon office; the next hurdle will be approval by the headquarters
in Harrisburg. Two additional Modules are currently being staffed by our Board members and Advisors with
the goal of submission for the end of November. Phase I of Mapleton Park Plan is now grant funded — Phase
H will be our trailhead facility which includes camping, water, privy, pavilion and benches. We are
considering building the short bridge needed for the spur that connects the trailhead facility with the main
trail. Member Norman Lacasse has built the first holder for our tri-fold handout and when printed, it will be
installed on the kiosk at the “Steps.” Over 18% of club members are Life Members; that is so significant!
Our Membership Committee continues to remind members to renew and to recruit — you can help — sign up
a friend. And DCNR Bureau of Forestry has granted us an exception to the new trail marking and signage
regulation by allowing us to continue to be blazed orange, a color normally reserved for State Forest Hiking
Trails.

OUR VISION IS TO BE THE PREMIER FOOT TRAIL PA. Our strategy is to have all five Modules of the
Master Plan approved in advance to set the stage for the future of the trail. I encourage you to participate in
the scheduled trailcares announced via email and on our website for the second Wednesday and next to last
Saturday of most months. This is the systematic way we can successfully complete the Plan, achieve our
. Vision, and be worthy of inclusion in the Great Eastern Trail. You may want to contact Trailmaster Mel
Cooper to team up with one of the 24 Section Maintainers, the heart of our continuing trailcare program —
two maintainers provides safety, fellowship, and car spotting — think about it! Have you purchased your club
patch and trail guide yet? Works great for the holidays! ‘

Our appreciation to Applied Innovative Technologies, Inc of Fort Lupton, CO for providing four quality no
battery flashlights for evaluation. You just shake and it charges a small cell and the LED provides the light.
They are really slick and no battery waste for the trash, guaranteed for five years.

Club President, Carl Lorence
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On April 25 — 27, 2008 - With a combination of a few members from KTA, a large group from the
Central Rock Climbing Conservancy, Juniata College and the Standing Stone Trail Club --- on Rocky
Ridge we saw the building of 1200 feet of side hill, and the chain sawing and weed whacking cleaning
of most of the west side of Rocky Ridge from the top of the mountain to the blue blaze near the Three
Sisters. Rocky Ridge is in Rothrock State Forest near Martin’s Gap.

In June and July and part of August, the old timers finished the weed whacking on Rocky Ridge, laid out
sections that need side hill work and put in new posts at Greenwood Furnace, Allensville Road and the
beginning and end of the new reroute on Rocky Ridge.

On August 18 and 19, we had help from new inbound students at Juniata Coliege, a total of
approximately twenty students who dug long sections of new side hill on the west side of Rocky Ridge.

On September 20, we had a good turnout of section maintainers who finished enough side hill to open
Rocky Ridge except for two sections that require rock cribbing along faces of solid mountain sandstone.
It is difficult to say how section maintaining is going. I have not had a lot of communication from
section maintainers. Please contact me when you get a chance and tell me how you are doing.

For the rest of this year and into 2009, we have the stone work on Rocky Ridge and a possible reroute
along a lengthy stone face for which we have approval from Mark Potter, Forestry. Also work can begin
on a small section of side hill on Stone Mt. from Allensville Road close to the base of the Bird Station.

Since we have no approval for game land 112, or any other section of Forestry ground, no work can be
done there. Game land 112 has been reflagged by Mel, Joe and Betty Clark at the request of Brad Myers.
Brad is now out looking at it.

We may rest the Old Timer’s Crew for awhile and try to schedule work projects as we get the help.

Judy, my wife has begun entering all of our club members into our computer. I would like to reach out
to you all at this time to ask if I can count on you to help me build some new trail this coming year,
2009. There may be a chance 2009 will bring decisions from the Game Commission and DCNR that will
give us the opportunity to build new trail.

If I can count on you to help, please send me your email and/or your phone number and address, and
when [ line up a project I will contact you. You can reach me at lunchtime } @verizon.net or 814-643-
2641 or cell at 814-599-1548. My address is Mel Cooper, 8833 Riverview Heights Drive, Huntingdon
PA 16652




Breaking Ground

“The relocation is opened and blazed.”
Reports Trail Master Mel Cooper. “We
just need to do a little rock work to
complete this relocation.”

Cooper and a host of others started work
relocating a onc-mile section of trail in
April during the annual Keystone Trails
Association and club trail care weekend.
Eight months later the final touches are
Just being completed.

'The old route featured sweeping views
through the woods and offered a good
chance to see animal life. Early spring
the area exploded with wild flowers, but
after spring, it was nothing more then
just a nice hike through the woods. Tt
was plain and it was simple.

The relocation takes the trail from the
eastern side of the ridge over to the west
side. The change is instant and it is
dramatic. The open wood lot is gone as
. the trail is incased by laurel and brush.
The trail becomes more tunnel like and
restrictive. Hikers will now be walking
amongst giant pillars of sandstone plus-
other rock garden features. Here the
weathered sandstone morphs into all
kinds of odd images to those with an
imagination. The view is far more
stunning and anything but plain and
simple.

The new trail follows a fairly level
contour and for the most part stays
below the rock outcrops, although at
times it does weave in and around the
formations. To follow this level contour
a fair amount of side hill needed to be
done. A few rock walls still need to be
built and some holes need to be filled.
Cooper states, “The rockwork that needs
to be completed will shore up the trail
and help eliminate erosion concerns™.

Because this is the first section to be
built to the new and stricter standards
that we are striving to build the trail to,
this relocation has been somewhat of a
learning experience for those involved
with the project. The first thing we have
learned, is keeping the path io a certain
width and grade takes much planning
and effort. It even takes a certain degree
of will power.

The second thing we learned is just how
monumental of a task we have decided
to take on, The Master Plan basically
calls for over-hauling almost the
complete 72~mile trail. When it’s all said
and done perhaps only a dozen miles or
so will remain unchanged. To rebuild 60
miles of trail at the rate of 1 mile per 8
months and if we worked year round, it
will take 40 years to complete the dream.
This is too long of a time frame and
points to the need of more workers and
more outings.

So please keep your eye on the club’s
web site. Mel keeps work dates and
other info needed up to date. Find a date
or two that suits your schedule and make
a point of coming out to help. The
rewards are fantastic. The pride you will
feel over a job well done is hard to
describe. Plus the added benefit of
meeting new friends that share your
interests in the outdoors and passion for
the woods. The people you meet might
just become friends for life.

The new trail on Rocky Ridge is that
first big step towards club’s vision of
turning the Standing Stone Trail into the
best trail in the state. “All of this effort
on Rocky Ridge will greatly improve the
hikers experience on the ridge,” states
the club president, Carl Lorence. “This
section will be a hike people will come
back to again and again”. Don’t just
take Carl’s word as truth. Go take a hike
and see for yourself!
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THE MASTER PLAN

Those involved with the master plan
have made great strides in the last 3
years to achieve a final product.
Although this has not happened yet, the
plan is nearing the final stages of
preparation.

First the trail was broken into 5 units or
modules. The first module covers about
15 miles of trail from the northern trail
head at Greenwood Furnace south to the
end of Frew Road. This area is all
Rothrock State Forest land. This section
contains the ridge line portion of Stone
Mountain and Rocky Ridge.

Module One is currently under review
by Club Council. It calls for very little
changes in the course. There really is
nowhere else to go on top of Stone
Mountain! But nonetheless, there is
some realignment to be done. Rocky
Ridge (please read the article, Breaking
Ground) is also covered in this module.
If your thinking we jumped the gun by
working on Rocky Ridge before the
Master Plan wins approval, you are
correct. Don’t worry it was for the best!
We have to keep Mel working!!

The second module contains close to 22
miles of trail. From Frew Road south to
the Juniata River. Here the trail mainly

travels on State Game Land (SGL) #112.

The trail travels the low lands of Stone
Mt. before climbing to the summit of
Jacks Mt. and the Thousand Steps area.
There are several private property
crossings on this module.

Module 2 or SGL #112 is currently
under review with the local Game
Commission. Once the local district
gives its stamp of approval, the module
will then travel to Harrisburg for the
final review. The club remains hopeful

everything will be approved by the PGC
in time for spring trail care. Changes
here call for the trail to abandon the old
charcoal industrial traces and follow a
ridge line footpath that contains many
interesting sandstone formations and
several standing stones.

Module Three goes from Locke Valley
Rd./Meadow Gap to Cowans Gap, which
is the southern end of the trail. Blacklog,
Scrub and Cove Mountains are all
covered in this module.

Module Three is also under current
review by club council. There will be
changes to the southern end of Blacklog
Mt. Carl Lorence managed to secure
some break throughs with land owners.
Carl’s nearly 15 years of knocking on
doors finally paid off and will remove
nearly 5 miles of road walking! Major
changes will also happen south of the
turnpike. Much of the southern terminus
will be altered. There are still some
private landowner issues to be dealt with
in the Cove Mt. vicinity.

DCNR purchased a nice tract of land
from Glatfelter Pulp and Paper Co. The
property is located near Locke Valley Rd
on Blacklog Mt. This land now gives us
an ideal site for a much needed campsite
off of game land property.

The middle part of the trail, those 20
miles between the two trail towns,
Mapleton and Three Springs, is handled
with Module Four. This module is
completed and is waiting its turn for
review from the Club. This part of the
trail is all on Jacks Mountain, the vast
majority of it traveling on game lands
with a small stretch on state forest.
Almost the entire route is going to
change in this area. Only the Silver Mine
Knob area is going to remain the same.

- The plan also calls for a shelter area to

be built on Butler Knob.

Continued, See Plan on Page 5



Plan Continued from Pg. 4

Module 5 is the valley crossing between
Three Springs and Locke Valley
Rd/Meadow Gap. This module covers less
the 10 miles of trail. But it all lies on private
property. The trail here currently follows
blacktop the whole way. The goal here is to
take as much of the trail, if not all of it, off
the highway, that we can. Module 5 will
take a special effort to complete and to be -
successful in improving the route. This will
take a lot of time and help from other groups
that have more resources then us. We hope
to get some help from the local and state
government to finish this module. The
National Park Service has also been
requested to help us.

This last module, will take much longer to
complete. Besides looking at alternative
routes on the map and discussing the
possibilities, little else has been done.

9" Annual Hawk Watch Held

The club’s bird expert, Greg Grove,
reports, “that for a change the weather was
prefect, in fact it was a down right glorious
day to sit and soak up the sun, the fall colors
and watch the birds float by”.

A far cry from what normally happens for
this event in the past. In fact the event has
been rained out or fogged over 5 out of the 9
times we have hosted this outing.

This year was a little different as it was
called the BIG SIT. The “Big Sit” was held
on Oct. 12, 2008. Volunteers all across the
state sat in the same spot all day (in this case
the platform on Stone Mt.) and recorded
what birds they saw for the day.

David and Trudy Kyler were the hosts and
bird counters for the day. They report that
33 different bird species were spotted.
Although no hikers or club members took
part in the event, several families from Big
Valley did show up to take part in the
festivities.
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President: Carl Lorence, 3812 Griffin
Lane, Harrisburg Pa., 17710. Ph. (717)
234-1521 or E-Mail:
pastumbleri@acl.com

Vice President: Vacant
Seecretary: Mike Sausser
Treasury: Rich Scanlon

Trail Master: Mel Cooper, RR1 Box
433C, Huntingdon Pa. 16652 Ph. (814)
643-2641

Tool Master: Joe Clark, 410 S.
Washington St., Mount Union Pa.,
17066. Ph. (814) 542- 4467

Newsletter Editor: Mike Sausser, 1608
Long Run Rd., Schuylkill Haven Pa.
17972, Ph. (570) 739-4803

Club Website: hitp://www hike-sst.org

Club Address: Standing Stone Trail
Club, Inc., ¢/o Rich Scanlon, 27 Sandy

Lane-Suite 206, Lewistown Pa. 17044
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April 12, 2009 Club Meeting
Meeting starts at 2PM at Gettys Ridge
Camp* (Discussion/presentation of
Master Plan will be held

Trail Care Outings

No dates have been set for next spring.
Watch the clubs website for outing
starting in April. The Juniata College
Rugby Team will be doing rock work
onc weekend in May.
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Town Talk

Trail Town, Mapleton Depot, recently received a “Growing Greener” grant to improve
their town park. Plans are now in the making to completely overhaul their existing park.
The design and planned facilities are more then we ever could have expected. The park
will become a showcase trailhead when complete. The plan calls for a new boat ramp,
pavilion, baseball area, children’s playground, hiking trails, including the Standing Stone
Trail, an overnight camping area, running water, privies, and improved parking. All of this
is good news for the trail. The camping area is in a perfect area for through hikers because
it will serve as an “island” in the middle of a sea of game land property.

The hiking trails will run along the remains of the Pennsylvania Canal and the shores of
the Juniata River. Since our own Master Plan calls for abandonment of the dinkie grade
running above route 222, the Standing Stone will also follow this course. The trail will go
under the road, using the culvert the water from Jacks Springs uses to reach the Juniata.
Jacks Springs is located at the bottom of the 1000 Steps. The trail will then meander along
the riverbank to the park.

However, the grant Mapleton received for revitalize the park is a matching grant. Meaning
the state will only provide partial funding and the town must raise the rest of the needed
money. This is a major endeavor for a village of less then 500 people. Since the trail will
greatly benefit from the new park design, the club council voted to give a donation of both
“sweat equity” and real dollars to the new park. KTA is also going to provide $1000.

Mapleton is one of the first communities in the state to take a foot trail seriously enough to
contribute to its successful construction. If you recall the good folks of Mapleton supported
“Save Our Steps” when money was needed to purchase the 650 acres of land that the 1000
steps lie on. Now they want to build a facility for hikers to use! The hiking boot now lies
on the other foot; it is now our turn to help them out. So far the club members have
donated over $600 dollars! If you would like to help, please make a check payable to
Standing Stone Trail Inc. Send it to the club, but place a note in the memo area “Mapleton
Park™. (Don’t forget donations to the club are tax deductible.) Sometime in the near future
we will present the town with one check from the club.

CHRISTMAS ITEMS NOW ON SALE

Having trouble finding something useful to give that certain someone for Christmas?

Well do I have ideas for you! Best of all you don’t even need to leave your house to
purchase them! Check out the clubs web site for Standing Stone Trail items on sale now!
How about a copy of the trail guide? Or our newest item, the club patch? Membership rates
starting at only 10 dollars!

Don’t forget yourself either, membership dues will soon be due, so why not renew your
own membership while your at it!

Don’t forget we are a non-profit group so your donation is a tax write off, plus you know
your money will be going to a good cause and spent only on the trail. There are No CEOs
here making big bonuses, we all work for free!




